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Our Chapel 

 

St Thomas a Becket 
Catholic Secondary School  

is at the heart of the school. It is always 

open to any member of our community 

for quiet, personal prayer and/or reflec-

tion; it is the place where we celebrate 

weekly Mass and it opens out into the 

Hall for larger Masses. 

The red sanctuary light burns to show 

that the living presence of Christ, in the 

form of consecrated bread and wine, 

dwells in the tabernacle behind the altar. 

For that reason: 

 no one can turn the sanctuary 

light off except for a priest or 

chaplain, the Head of RE or the 

Principal and only then if there is 

no consecrated host in the taber-

nacle  

 We never use the chapel as a 

walkway 

 We always stop and reverence –

Catholics will bow or genuflect - 

Christ present in the tabernacle 

A simple starter guide to the 

beliefs and teachings of the 

Catholic faith and how these 

underpin, surround and suffuse 

every aspect of life and work in 

a Catholic school: 

 Core beliefs 

 Shared beliefs with other 

Christian denominations 

 Shared beliefs with other 

faiths 

 Doctrine and practice 

unique to Catholicism 

 Social teaching 

 The Catholic School—

mission, collective 

worship and education 

 The Chapel 
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Social Teaching 

Catholicism's keystone teaching on the dignity of 

the human person and the sanctity and equal 

value of every human life, informs its under-

standing on all issues.   

Contemporary Catholicism embraces a distinctive set of 

social principles - supporting the rights of workers, oppos-

ing unfettered capitalism, defending the rights of op-

pressed people, campaigning for a more equal global trad-

ing and political balance between the countries of the in-

dustrial north and the developing south - that stretch back 

through landmark papal encyclicals like Rerum Novar-

um (1891) to Jesus's Sermon on the Mount.  

Pope Francis has written and spoken much about the 

need for mercy, peace and the protection of the created 

world (the environment) and has focused his papacy on 

serving the poor and calling the church and the world’s 

leaders to do the same. 

 

 

The role of the Catholic School is to: 

 Assist in the Church’s mission of making Christ and His 

teachings known to all people.  

 Assist parents as the primary educators of their children, 

in the education and religious formation of their children.  

 Be at the service of the local Church – the diocese, the 

parish and the home.  

 Be a service to society  

In its ‘mission in education’, a Catholic school must provide an 

excellent broad balanced education to help children and 

young people grow to their full human potential and pay 

regard to the formation of the whole person, so “that all 

may attain their eternal destiny and at the same time promote 

the common good of society” In its ‘work of love’, be motivated 

to offer “to all, and especially to the poor and marginal-

ized, the opportunity of an education, of training for a 

job, of human and Christian formation”  

 

The Catholic Church is the oldest institution in the Western 

World and has over 1 billion members worldwide. 

Catholicism is a major denomination of CHRISTIANITY and 

therefore within one of the three great “Abrahamic” faiths: 

Judaism, Christianity and Islam, which all believe in the One 

Eternal God who created Heaven and Earth.  

Catholics share with other Christians the belief that Jesus 

Christ is the Son of God who became incarnate (was born into 

human form), lived among us, preached and healed, was cruci-

fied, rose from the grave and ascended into heaven,  Catholics 

believe that this willing and innocent sacrifice atoned for human 

wrongs (sins), thereby restoring us to full relationship with God 

and that the resurrection broke the power of death. 

Catholic life revolves around the seven sacraments - baptism, 

reconciliation, Eucharist, confirmation, marriage, holy orders 

(joining the priesthood) and the sacrament of the sick. The 

importance of receiving Christ's body and blood at communion 

as the bread of life is central.  

Catholic doctrine is based on the scriptures and on the 

church's own traditions. It believes that its doctrines were re-

vealed to the apostles and they have been preserved in continu-

ous tradition ever since. There are several doctrinal issues 

where the Catholic Church has a distinct position: 

 in its devotion to Christ's mother, the Virgin Mary, who 

occupies a special place interceding between God and 

His people 

 in its belief in transubstantiation, that during the cele-

bration of the mass when the priest repeats Christ's 

words from the Last Supper the bread and wine be-

come Christ's body.and blood, though no change takes 

place in their outward appearance 

 in it’s senior leader—the Pope—who is part of an un-

broken chain going back to St Peter,  

 in it’s devotion to the Saints 

Beliefs, Teaching  

and Doctrine 

Teaching, as a ‘work of love’, requires a radical commitment 

and service: “The Church looks upon you as co-workers 

with an important measure of shared responsibility … To 

you it is given to create the future and give it direction by 

offering to your students a set of values with which to as-

sess their newly discovered knowledge  

To teach means not only to impart what we know, but also 

to reveal who we are by living what we believe. It is this 

latter lesson which tends to last the longest” Pope Bene-

dict. 

 

 

 

 

 

St Thomas a Becket Catholic School lives 

out it’s mission and motto “Esse Quam Videri”(Be, don’t 

just seem to be) through: 

 Daily Collective Worship and weekly Mass 

 The communal celebration and marking of the key 

points of the liturgical year 

 Paying close attention to the dignity and equal 

worth of every member of the school 

 A culture of outstanding pastoral care 

 A strong focus on reconciliation and mercy 

 Particular care and support for the most vulnerable 

 An excellent, broad and balanced education 

 10% of curriculum time devoted to Religious Educa-

tion 

 Charitable works 

 Retreats and Pilgrimage 


