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Dear Becket’s Beginner, 

 

Welcome! 

 

We are so glad that you are joining us at St Thomas à Becket. 

 

We believe our school is a very special place and we want you to understand, right from 

the beginning, that you are part of a unique family. 

 

The most important thing about Becket's is that you will be encouraged to be totally your 

true self - to find, develop and use your talents and gifts: to be an individual.  

 

Our school motto is "Esse Quam Videri" - be who you really are - no pretending needed. 

 

Yes, of course, we have rules to keep everyone safe and give everyone freedom to learn 

and develop in and out of class, but whilst we want your excellent attitude and             

behaviour, we don't want everyone to be the same - because thankfully we're not! You 

are bringing something positive and unique to our school that no one else can. 

 

Becket's is a place of learning, of friendship, a community where we work, pray and play 

together. 

 

You will have moments when you need support because everyone does - and that     

support is there for you.  

 

We look forward to getting to know you, guide and support you and enjoy being part of 

your journey as you move from childhood to young adulthood. 

 

 

Mrs. Baxendale 

Headteacher 
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A note from the Editor… 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Hi there, Year 6! 

 

I hope you are keeping safe and well. 

 

I am pleased to present to you our Becket’s Buzz magazine.  

 

Within this publication, you’ll find lots of interesting information about Becket’s including 

messages from your new teachers, interesting facts about the site and subjects as well as 

answers to the many questions we’re sure you will have. You’ll also find some fun         

activities for you to try out and potentially earn yourself school merits even before you 

arrive! 

 

We know that the current situation with the Corona virus has changed what you            

expected to be experiencing in your final year of primary school. However, we hope this 

publication will help you realise that there is no need to worry. We are as excited and 

prepared for your arrival as we always are for the arrival of our new students. 

 

I am very much looking forward to getting to know you all really soon. 

 

Kind Regards, 

 

Mrs. Howie 

Year 7 Leader 
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Faith At Our Heart 
 

Here at Becket’s, our faith in God and our trust in our community are what 

allows us to flourish and thrive. One of the many ways we celebrate our 

Catholic faith is by reciting our school prayer. See if you can learn it before 

you join us in Year 7. 

 

 

Becket’s School Prayer 

 

Dear Lord, 

Bless our school 

So that in working together 

And playing together, 

We may learn to serve you 

And to serve one another. 

 

For Jesus’ sake. 

Amen 

 

St. Thomas à Becket- pray for us.  
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Meet Some Of The Staff 

Hi there! I’m Mrs. Howie and I’m Head of Year 7 

and Transition. I also teach English. My role within 

school is to support you in ensuring that your  

transition from primary to secondary school is as    

positive and pleasant as possible. I’ll also be   

looking after your whole year group throughout 

your time in Year 7. You’ll see me and get lots of 

opportunities to speak to me when I’m visiting 

your form rooms, leading some of your assemblies 

and popping into your classes to check           

everything is going well.  I’m really looking         

forward to getting to know you all!  

 

 

Hello. I am Miss Fozzard. I am one of the PE 

teachers and you will find me in the sports 

hall mostly. In PE, there are lots of extra-

curricular activities to get involved in at lunch 

and after school such as: dance, football, 

Futsal, netball, trampolining, rugby,           

basketball, rounders, athletics, cycling. You 

should give them all a try when you start as 

it's a great way of making new friends. I also 

run lots of trips such as the water sports trip 

which you will get the opportunity to be part 

of whilst you are at Becket's.  

Hello, Year 6. My name is Miss Dickerson and I am 

the school Pastoral Worker. Quite simply, it is my job 

to make sure you are all safe and happy in school.  

If you have any sort of problem or something you 

are not sure about and need a bit of help with, I 

am the person to come and see. You will often find 

me walking around school. You will definitely see 

me on lunch duty. My office is in C Block, next door 

to the Art classroom. Knock on the door any time! I 

can't wait to properly welcome you all, face to 

face, as Year 7.  
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Mr. Street and Mrs. Sanderson welcome you to geography at St. Thomas a Becket Catholic School. 

Geography literally means ‘earth writing’, and includes all those physical features of our environment, 

including how humans interact and impact on those features, and the other way around.   Physical    

geography and human geography are the two main areas we look at. 

Human civilisations don't happen just by chance. They grow and survive when the conditions are right 

for them. Our natural curiosity for our planet drives us to explore, to improve our technology, settle down 

and have families of our own. Civilisations have come and gone, names change, but this precious    

planet and all it has to offer, is still for all of us our home. 

Learning geography here is fun. We encourage you to get hands on, perhaps yours will be the new 

working model volcano or a whole ecosystem, such as a rainforest in a shoebox, on display in our    

classrooms. 

Hello to all new Year 7 pupils! My name is Mrs. Frost and you 

can find me in A33. I teach English and I am also responsible for 

Literacy across the curriculum. I will be encouraging you to   

Impress me with your amazing vocabulary! Keep reading     

during the Summer!    

Hello. I am Mr. Murtagh; I'm the only art teacher in 

school. My room is C11 which is in C block. You will 

be having one lesson of art per week and you will 

be learning how to draw and shade in your work. 

The main message from art is to be positive and 

creative in lessons and to be kind to each other.  
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Hi. I’m Mr. Martin and I’m 2nd in the maths department,          

responsible for Key Stage 3 maths. I decide, with the Head of 

Maths, which maths classes you are taught in throughout Key 

Stage 3. I love maths because it provides you with tools to solve 

problems throughout your life, from wages and salaries, to 

budgeting and buying things, but also many jobs you may go 

on to do, possibly medicine, engineering, construction,        

manufacturing and retail. Even hairdressers, the police and our 

armed forces use maths in their work! The best thing you can 

do to prepare yourself for Becket’s mathematically is to know 

all of your times timetables. Mental arithmetic is a great skill to 

have at your disposal too, so any practice you can get,        

possibly doing a few minutes every day, will help. Also, keep 

reading- maths isn’t just about numbers. You need to be able 

to read and understand words in order to solve problems. Have 

a great summer, take care and I’m looking forward to          

welcoming you to the maths department in September.  

We’re the Finance Office! If you have any questions about money for trips or   

music lessons etc., please come to the Finance Office near   Reception.  The     

finance team are Mrs. Barrell (Business Manager) and Miss Hargreaves (Finance  

Assistant).  Lunch accounts please see Mrs McKinlay or Mrs Wright on reception.   

Hi Year 6, 

 

My name is Mrs. Watkins, I’m the Head of English at Becket’s and I’m  

really looking forward to meeting you all.  In English, we love discussing 

texts and really exploring our different   perspectives of the world, so we 

can’t wait to hear your ideas as you grow up with us and find your own 

voice.  For me, that’s what English is. It’s finding your voice by exploring 

the voices of others.  You’ll find me at the top of a lot of stairs, so if you 

still have breath left when you see me, I’ll be impressed! 
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Hi, it’s Mrs. Richardson here! 

I am a maths teacher and I also have the role of 

numeracy across the curriculum. My job is     

helping you to improve your maths skills in both 

maths lessons and when using maths in other  

subjects. Whether maths is a subject you love or 

you worry about after being off school during 

lockdown, you will be supported to catch up on 

anything you’ve missed. We LOVE maths here at 

Becket’s and can’t wait to have you all here 

showing us how fabulous you are at arithmetic, 

reasoning and problem solving. I’m really looking 

forward to seeing all of you TTrockstars and      

Numeracy Ninjas when you start!  

My name is Mrs. Barnes. I am Teacher in Charge of Textiles.    I will be 
teaching DT which includes textiles and product design.  I look forward 
to seeing you in one of our practical rooms to learn some new practical 
skills.  

Hi there, Year 6.  I am Miss Clafton the drama teacher, you will 

find me in the Dance Studio. For those of you who are            

interested in the arts, the school show is where it’s at! Myself 

and Mr. Dawson would definitely love for you to get involved. 

Come, say ‘hello’ and feel free to ask us any questions. Finally, 

if you like to dance, I run an after school club in our amazing 

studio. Everyone is welcome. I look forward to meeting you all!  

Hi. I’m Mr Dawson – Teacher in Charge of Music. I am in charge of         

coordinating all instrumental and music lessons in school. You will 

see me every week for whole class music lessons and, if you play 

an instrument, you will receive lessons from visiting staff from    

Wakefield Music Hub. In class, we focus on playing music and learn 

how to play together using instruments such as keyboard, guitar, 

bass guitar, drums, ukulele and your voice. These are the              

instruments you can continue to play or start new. Woodwind: flute, 

clarinet and saxophone. Strings: violin, viola & cello. Brass: trumpet, 

trombone & horns etc. Guitar: classical guitar, electric guitar and 

bass guitar. Drums, piano, keyboard and voice.  
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My name is Miss Wilson and I teach Food        

Preparation and Nutrition. I look forward to    

meeting you all soon.  

Hello. I’m Mrs Tattersfield known as 

Miss Tatt. I have an office near the 

food room so if you get lost just knock 

on the door. My role in school is to 

deal with exams when you reach 

Year 10 and 11. I also make sure you 

have a teacher when your teacher 

isn't able to take your lesson so you 

will sometimes see me in your lessons.  

Welcome to St. Thomas à Becket’s. 

  

We are the two reception staff, Mrs. Wright and Mrs. McKinlay. We are the first people that     

visitors meet when they come into school and we are there to help visitors, staff and pupils. 

  

Reception is where you will find the medical room so, if you feel a little bit unwell or need first 

aid, pop along to see us and we can sort you out. Also, because you can’t use your mobile 

phones in school, come and see us if you need to ring home for any reason during the school 

day. Generally, if you have anything that you are unsure of, we can try to point you in the right 

direction. 

  

We hope that you enjoy your time at Becket’s and we look forward to meeting you in           

September. 
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Hello. My name is Mrs. Webb; I’m a science teacher at Becket’s and I really love 

my job. I’m also the Duke of Edinburgh Award Expedition Leader and, along with 

other colleagues, we volunteer for ‘D of E’. Year 9 is the entry year for the ‘D of E’ 

and we all go on expedition in Year 10. Training is given for around one hour per 

week prior to the expedition which usually takes place in Penistone, South York-

shire.  

I’m looking forward to meeting you all in September!  

Hi. My name is Pat. I have two jobs 

in school. My first job is as a cleaner. 

We make sure that everywhere is 

clean, tidy and safe, ready for you 

all to start your day in school. 

 

My second job I do in school is as a 

Senior Invigilator. I make sure that all 

of the students doing their exams 

understand the rules and I supervise 

the hall during the exams. I hope 

you enjoy your time at Becket’s. We 

are all one big family.  



 12 

 

Map of the School 
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Fun Facts 
 

Becket’s is an exciting and varied place. Our exceptional academic achievements and caring              
atmosphere is well known. However, there are lots of other interesting things about Becket’s that the 
general public don’t know! Read on to find out some of Becket’s best kept secrets : 

Becket’s is home to an extensive collection of varied memorabilia. One of those collections is 
Mrs. Howie’s Harry Potter Corner. If you’re a Harry Potter fan, make sure you check out E22 
once you’re in school.  

Becket’s has several claims to fame, 

many of which relate to our successful 

ex-students. Joanna Jarjue, a Becket’s 

student, went on to become a successful 

business woman and even qualified as a 

contestant on the BBC series, The        

Apprentice in 2017. She also came back 

to school to meet our Year 11 students 

that same year! 
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As part of the planning for our new sports 

block, Mr. Brown (Head of P.E and a  

Senior Leader) embarked on a mission 

to inspire students by collating a         

collection of sports shirts. Mr. Brown 

managed to collect signed shirts from 

many well-known sporting heroes            

including Jessica Ennis, Sam Burgess 

and the Brownlee brothers. These       

fantastic shirts are displayed on the   

stairwell in the sports block. Make sure 

you look out for them! 

Several of the staff who work at Becket’s attended Becket’s    

themselves as teenagers. One member of staff is also a relative of 

one of the first students to ever attend Becket’s! He arrived at 

Becket’s from St. Ignatius back in 1963.  

 

A few years ago, he visited the school and was astounded by 

how much it had grown. When he had joined there were only 250 

students, in total; we now have just over 750 students in school!  

Becket’s is home to some amazing 

modern facilities. One of our prize 

facilities is our amazing BKCAT   

cycle track. It is 1.1km long and is 

used for P.E. lessons as well as to 

serve as a facility for the rest of the 

local area outside of school hours. 

Look out for ‘cycling’ on your P.E. 

timetable from September! 
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Teachers at Becket’s are interesting 

people! As well as harbouring a love of 

their academic subjects, many of them 

enjoy other passions  including           

collecting items relating to their            

favourite animals, TV shows etc. Below 

are pictures of some of these collections 

and items that can be found in school. 

Will you be able to spot them when you 

arrive? 
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The Becket’s site is made up of many different and varied  

buildings. One building is somewhat different to the others. 

Whilst it still contains a classroom and offices, it also contains 

lots of games, a pop up tent and a pool table. Many of you will 

get to enjoy this special place when you join us. It’s definitely 

something to look forward to! 
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In 2019, Becket’s welcomed a new catering company named Dolce to provide meals 
and snacks for our students and staff. The menu is great and students prefer the easier 
electronic system. However, one of the most exciting additions to lunchtimes was the 
arrival of our fabulous vintage food truck and “live cooking”. The truck is located under 
the school canopy and, as well as looking great, students benefit from getting their 
food quicker  because serving from the food truck as well as the dining room                
significantly reduces the queues.  

At Becket’s, we love to share events as a community, one of the many events we have           

undertaken is our brilliant Lip dub. You can watch out most recent video here (please ensure 

that you have permission from a parent/guardian before accessing online resources):  
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Year 7: what Becket’s means to us 

 

As part of their previous remote learning during the 2020 Coronavirus school closures, our current 

Year 8 students were asked to create inspiring pieces of writing and artwork to give you an idea of 

what to expect as a key Stage 3 Becket’s student. Take a look! 

By Laycee in 8F 

By Gabe in 8L  

If Beckets was an animal it would be a bird   

because they are friendly and they soar 

through the sky which is what the teachers 

want the students to do by the time they leave 

Becket’s. 
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Welcome To our school  

This letter is to inform you you have chosen to go to St Thomas à Becket. This is an  Cath-

olic school. In our school we have good classes you can go to. Really good teachers 

that teach us well. The food is really nice and good to eat (if you are not      allergic to 

any food). We have a variety of clubs you can go to which include       homework and 

gaming (and many more). We have a bus outside our school and buses that come into 

school before and after. However be careful because the space at the bus stop is small 

and you will have to move to avoid anyone walking into you.  

I hope to see you soon, 

Emmanuel in 8L 

By Erica in 8L 

By Corey in 8C 
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Beckets 

Hi, and welcome to Becket’s, 

we’re all friendly here just come in and  

check it.  

Whilst you’re here you'll have ups and downs, 

and sometimes you and your friends might  

act like clowns. 

Although there might be some sadness and 

tears, 

they will always end in laughs and cheers 

And although it might seem scary at first, 

I promise when you get hear you will be nursed 

You'll meet new and amazing friends, 

and hopefully you’ll stay together past the end 

And always remember that at Becket’s, 

every time We’ll forgive and forget it 

So I hope you'll come join our school, 

and hopefully I’ll see you soon 

  

Alice in 8B 

By Cletus in 8B 

The school is small and easy to remember as to where you are going. The school has a small 

amount of classrooms and is easy to know which classroom you are going to be in. St. Thomas 

á Becket provides you with a timetable to tell you what class you are going to be in, where to 

go and the date of the class. The timetable is a useful thing to have with you because it shows 

you where to go, the class you have and the date of that class. The timetable is provided to you 

at the start. If lost, it may cost 10p for another one. Homework is not given too much as the most 

learning is done in classes and when it is given out its really not much. The cafeteria is where 

you can hang out with your friends at lunch. It is also a place of dining. You can get pizza. You 

will receive your own fob that is used to pay with at the cafeteria. You use it to buy food or 

drinks. The school is a very religious place. The staff are very helpful for children and the atmos-

phere at school is nice. 

I assure you that school is very fun. Drama, ICT and science are my favourite subjects. 

Yours sincerely.                         Dawid in 8M 
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By Tilly and Ruby in 8M 

Dear new student, 

 

When I came to St Thomas Becket’s it was scary but when you go to form and meet all 

your new friends you feel much better and you won't be as shy as much.   Form is the 

best. You are not there  as long  but  you will meet your  form tutor who will make you 

feel safe and you can tell them anything .     

 

You have a lot of new exciting things to look forward to like physical education and 

form. They are my favourite.  

 

If you love PE then here are things you can do such as trampoline, netball,                 

basketball, gym, bicycles, netball, badminton and lots more.    

 

St Thomas A Becket’s is not the biggest school so you will find it easier to know where 

your  class is and there is a letter on each building telling you what block it is and there 

are other year groups to ask for help .  

 

Hope you enjoy your experience at St Thomas a Becket's! 
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Previous Senior Students Experiences 

Alyssa- Head Girl (2020) 

Hello! My name is Alyssa Albelar and I was the appointed Head Girl during this crazy            

academic year. I’m a proud member of the Clitherow house and I dearly value the time I 

had in Becket’s. The last five years at Becket’s have definitely formed the biggest character 

building events in my life. I have grown and thrived in the environment I was given. This school 

has allowed me to strive and truly find myself as a person! I have loved the activities they 

have offered such as the school musicals and school trips like Lourdes, which was life    

changing. Looking back at the last five years, I would not change it for a thing. I look back at 

moments where I was academically growing and moments where I would laugh until my 

stomach hurt. The next five years at Becket’s will definitely be something to look forward to; it 

will be a journey but a journey with people who you will greatly value into the future! I really 

hope that you guys are looking forward to your time in Becket’s as I already miss it so much. 

  

Also, the pizzas at break are nice as well. 

Dawid- Head Boy (2020) 

As now former Head Boy, I can wholeheartedly say that I can look back fondly at my 5 years 

in St. Thomas a Becket. During my short stay, I have been on multiple trips, including to 

Lourdes, which have resulted in me creating many fond memories with both my friends and 

teachers, and  I have managed to get to know most of the students in my year. By Year 10, I 

had made strong student - teacher bonds which made lessons fun. Of course, this wouldn’t 

have been possible without sympathetic, kind and knowledgeable teachers, of which there 

are plenty. I can reassure you that your time in St. Thomas a Becket will be enjoyable, if not 

one of the best times of your lives. Just make sure to make it count, both socially and           

academically. 

Ella- Deputy Head Girl (2020) 

Hello hopeful future Becket’s pupils! My name is Ella and in the last manic year, I was 

selected to be Deputy Head Girl. For the first year of my high school life, I was a   

member of Clitherow house and I was welcomed with open arms as, being the only 

one from my previous school, I knew no one. To be honest, it was a little scary.      

However, my form tutor and fellow students made it easy to make friends that I have 

to this day. For the rest of my time at Becket’s, I was in Bretton which is the form where 

I truly bloomed into myself, not only academically and athletically as a hopeful British 

swimmer, but also as a person. This school focuses on its individuals through trips away 

like a religious pilgrimage to Lourdes, its annual sports days and school musicals; it has 

something for everyone. If you can think of it, it could be made possible. The        

memories I have from Becket’s are unforgettable and I have no doubt that the  

memories made for you will be as exciting and amazing as they are for me. I hope 

you are   looking forward to the next few years at Becket’s because I already miss it.  
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Our Rainbow of Hope 
 

This section of our publication is for you to fill in. Think carefully about what excites you 

about moving to secondary school. In each strand on the rainbow, write down one thing 

that excites you most about coming to Becket’s then colour in that strand. Tick this task 

off on your Merit Collection page to earn yourself Class Charts merits. 



 24 

 

Form Groups and Houses 
 

One of the most important elements of your life at Becket’s will be your form group. You will be 

placed in your form group when you arrive in September and, where possible, you will remain 

with that form group and form tutor for the rest of your time at Becket’s. Form groups are like little 

families! You all wear the same colour ties and, regardless of all else, you will support each other 

As an extension of this in-school family unit, your form group is part of a 

House. The Houses are spread across all year groups, so as well as having 

your own form family to support you, you will have older and more        

experienced students in your extended House family.  

There are five House families are Becket’s: Bretton, Clitherow, Fisher,     

Lambton and Middleton. Each of these Houses are named after important     

Catholic Saints. Read on to find out more about St. Thomas a Becket and our 

House Saints. 

Thomas Becket was born in around 1120, the son of a prosperous    

London merchant. He was well educated and quickly became an 

agent to Theobald, Archbishop of Canterbury, who sent him on several 

missions to Rome. Becket's talents were noticed by Henry II, who 

made him his chancellor and the two became close friends. When 

Theobald died in 1161, Henry made Becket archbishop. Becket     

transformed himself into a serious and holy priest. 

The king and his archbishop's friendship were put under strain when it 

became clear that Becket would now stand up for the Church in its 

disagreements with the king. In 1164, realising the extent of Henry's 

displeasure, Becket fled into exile in France, and remained in exile for 

several years. He returned in 1170. 

On the 29th December 1170, four knights, believing the king wanted 

Becket out of the way, confronted and murdered Becket in Canterbury 

Cathedral. 

Becket was made a saint in 1173 and his shrine in Canterbury      Ca-

thedral became an important focus for pilgrimage. 
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Margaret Clitherow Born as Margaret Middleton in York. She was the 

daughter of a wax-chandler. She married John Clitherow, a butcher, 

in 1571 (at the age of 15) and they had three children – one          

became a priest.  

Margaret converted to Catholicism (at the age of 18) in 1574 at a 

time when Catholicism was banned in England. Her husband, John, 

was supportive (he had a brother who was a Catholic priest), though 

he remained Protestant. She regularly hosted secret Masses in her 

home in The Shambles in York. Catholics were forbidden on pain of 

death to celebrate Mass. There was a hole cut between the attics of 

her house and the adjoining house to enable a priest to escape in 

the event of a raid. 

Anthony Middleton came from Ilkley near Leeds. He felt called to be a Catholic priest 

but, as this was illegal in England, he travelled abroad to study as a priest – first in France 

and then in Rome. Once he had trained, he was sent on the ‘English Mission’ – to return to 

England and secretly   celebrate Mass for Catholics who remained true to their faith. If he 

were caught, the punishment would be death. He willingly accepted his mission…     

Middleton returned to England as a priest in 1586. For 4 years, he moved around the 

country, secretly celebrating Mass and hiding from the authorities. He was arrested in 

1590 and executed for saying Mass. 

In 1586, she was arrested and called before the York assizes for the crime of welcoming 

and  hiding Catholic priests. She refused to deny the charge in order to prevent a trial 

that would    involve her children being made to testify and therefore possibly being   

subjected to torture. As a result, she was executed by being crushed to death on Good 

Friday 1586. The two sergeants, who should have killed her, hired four desperate       

beggars to kill her. Her death occurred within fifteen minutes. She was made a saint in 

1970 by Pope Paul VI along with other martyrs from  England and Wales.  

Joseph Lambton was born in Malton, North Yorkshire in 1569. He felt destined to be a 

Catholic priest, but as this was illegal in England, he moved abroad to study as a priest. 

Once he had trained, he was sent on the ‘English Mission’ – to return to England and     

secretly celebrate Mass for Catholics who remained true to their faith. If he were caught, 

the punishment would be death. He willingly accepted his challenge… Joseph was 

caught as soon as he landed in Newcastle. He was sentenced to death and died, aged 

24, for his faith. 
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St. John Fisher (c. 19 October 1469 – 22 June 1535) was an English      

Roman Catholic Bishop, Cardinal and Martyr. He was executed in the 

Tower of London by order of King Henry VIII during the English         

Reformation for refusing to accept him as Head of the Church of       

England. 

On June 22, 1535, John Fisher was taken from his cell in the Bell Tower to 

be executed for treason. He was so weak that he had to be supported. 

Holding his copy of the New Testament, Fisher mounted the scaffold, 

and spoke his last words: “Christian people, I am come hither to die for 

the faith of Christ's Catholic Church... Wherefore I desire you to help me, 

and assist me with your prayers, that at the very point and instant of 

death's stroke, and in the very moment of my death, I then faint not in 

any point of the faith. And I pray, God save the king and the realm.” 

John Fisher was canonized a Saint in 1935. By his example of learning, 

holiness, faith, loyalty and courage, by his service to God and others, 

John Fisher's life and death were truly a witness to our faith. 

John Bretton also known as John Britton. He was from Barnsley. A member of the old,   

established Bretton family, Bretton was a devout Catholic. Known as a zealous Catholic, 

he was subjected to continual persecutions, which caused him to cut himself off from his 

wife and family for their safety. As an old man, he was accused of making traitorous 

speeches against the queen and condemned to death. He refused to renounce his faith, 

and was executed at York on 1 April 1598. The blessed John Bretton (Britton) died 1 April 

1598 was executed during the reign of Elizabeth I. He was beatified in 1987. 
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Becket’s Word Search 

 
Complete the Becket’s themed word search below by highlighting/circling all of the  

hidden words. 

 

You can claim your first Class Charts merit in September by ticking this off on your Merits 

Collection page one it’s finished. Good luck and enjoy! 
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Frequently Asked Questions 
 

1. Secondary school seems big. What if I get lost? 

Whilst secondary school is bigger than primary school and there is a chance you 

may get a little lost, you do not need to worry. Everyone at school understands that 

learning to find your way around takes time so, if you get lost, just ask someone for 

help. Any of our staff or older students will be happy to help you find your way. 

2. I really like my primary school teacher and am worried I may not get on as well with 

my new teachers. What are the teachers like at Becket’s? 

The teachers at Becket’s are great! We understand that you will have formed close 

relationships with the staff at your primary school. However, staff at Becket’s are also 

looking forward to getting to know you too! You will find your new teachers and, in 

fact, all staff are warm and welcoming. Your teacher will greet you at the door at 

the start of every lesson to make sure that you feel comfortable from the start. 

3. There are much older students at Becket’s as well as Year 7s. Will the older students 

be unkind to us? 

It's really common for new starters in Year 7 to be nervous about meeting older stu-

dents. Please don’t worry! The older students remember what it was like to start in 

Year 7. They remember how it felt to be smaller and less familiar with your             

surroundings. Thanks to our House settings and the various mixed age clubs within 

school, you’ll soon find yourself feeling more comfortable around the older students. 

You may even find you make friends with students in the older year groups. 

4. I’m not  Catholic but I still really wanted to attend Becket’s. Will I feel out of place? 

Becket’s has a strong faith family. However, you don’t need to be baptised Catholic 

in order to be part of that family. You will learn lots about our faith through prayer 

and discussions within your form groups, R.E. and other whole school events. You will 

also participate in Mass. However, you’ll be supported through it by staff who will 

help you understand what we do and why we do it. Our faith is the heart of our 

school and young people of all faiths are welcomed into our Becket’s family. 

5. I have always had school dinners at primary school but I’ve heard that dinners work 

differently at secondary school. Is this true and if so, how is it different? 

School dinners do work differently at Becket’s. For starters, you can decide day to 

day as to whether you would like to have school meal or a packed lunch! The     

system at Becket’s is run by a company called Dolce. Your funds for school lunches 

are paid onto a fob electronically then you are able to select what you’d like to eat 

without having to handle cash. There’s a great choice of food at Becket’s so it’s 

something to really look forward to. Your parents will receive information about how 

to manage your Dolce account prior to you starting at Becket’s so you do not need 

to worry.  
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6.   If I have to study lots of different subjects at Becket’s, how will I know which lesson 

to go to? 

At Becket’s, you will indeed study lots of different subjects in lots of different     

classrooms. Whilst this can sound daunting, it’s actually really exciting. It means 

you get to study in lots of different environments (science labs, sports hall, drama 

studio, music room etc) and meet lots of different subject experts (your teachers). 

In order to ensure that you go to the right lesson at the right time, you will be given 

a timetable. It’s important that you learn how to follow your timetable. However, 

don’t worry. Your form teacher and Head of Year will be on hand to support with 

this. You’ll have it mastered in no time! 

7.   Will I be in the same class as my friends and when will I find out if this is the case? 

Depending on how many students come from the same primary school as you, 

you may or may not be in the same form group as your friends. Whilst we            

understand that students want to be with their friends, an important part of growing 

up is learning to be brave and face new challenges independently.If you don't get 

placed in the same form room as your friends, see it as an opportunity to make 

new friends. You can never have too many friends! You are also free to socialise 

with whomever you choose at break and lunchtime so, just because you don’t 

share lessons with your friends, doesn’t mean you can’t enjoy their company in 

your own time.  

8. I  have heard that teachers give after school detentions at Becket’s. Are detentions 

scary? 

Detentions are a sanction we use at Becket’s but only when absolutely necessary.If 

you are arriving on time, working hard in class, behaving sensibly at break and 

lunchtime, and completing all of your extended learning at home, there is no   

reason for you to be placed in detention. If you do make a mistake and receive a 

detention, there is no need to be afraid. Whilst this will mean that you lose some of 

your free time, the purpose of detention is not to scare you. It is simply to remind 

you of the need to follow the rules. 

9. I love to play the guitar. Will I have the opportunity to get involved with music at 

Becket’s? 

Key Stage 3 students at Becket’s study Music. Mr. Dawson (our Music teacher) is      

always excited to meet our musicians. We have a band at school and we also 

have a music lesson programme that your parents can sign you up for. Look out for 

further information on this when you join us. 
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A-Z of Becket’s Events 
There are so many exciting events that occur at Becket’s. Here’s a list of just some of the 

great things we’ve done and some of the fantastic things you might get a chance to get 

involved with in the future. Ask your form teachers or Head of Year when you arrive in 

September if you’d like to know more about these events! 

A:  Award Assemblies; Anti-Bullying Week; Author  Visits; Art 

Club. 

B: Blue Plaques Project; Battlefields trip; Becket’s Bake Off; 

Becket’s Has Got Talent; Band practice. 

C: Carol Concert; Christmas celebrations; Chocolatier visit; 

College visits; Careers Fairs; Chef visits; Cycling Club.  

D: Duke of Edinburgh Award; Dance Competition. 

E: Easter celebrations. 

F: Fundraising events; Fairtrade Fortnight; Future Chef pro-

gramme; Football Club. 

G: Gardening Club; Great Big Dance Off. 

H: Holy Week celebrations; Harry Potter (Warner Bros Studi-

os) trip. 

I: Iceland trip; (An) Inspector Calls theatre trip. 

J: Junior UK Maths Challenge. 

K: Knitting Event with Leeds University; Krakow History trip. 

L:  Liturgies; Lourdes; Lip Dub; Latin trip to Rome. 

M: Mass; Mental Health Awareness Week; Matches 

(sporting/academic); Mock elections; Music lessons; Music for 

Youth competition. 

N:Number Day; Netball Club. 

O: Open Evening. 
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P: Planetarium Project; Photographer visit; Prom; Prom Attire 

Collection Project. 

Q: Quizzes (form time and academic). 

R: Reconciliation (confession); Reading Challenge; Rock Chal-

lenge; Rugby Club.  

S: Sports Day; Somme Centenary; Seeds from Space Project; 

Skiing trip. 

T: Theatrical Production; Trips; Transition visits;         Trampolin-

ing Club. 

U: University academic visits.   

V: Vote 100; Visits by students from the Estudio school in Ma-

drid. 

W: World Book Day celebrations; Watersports trip;     Winmar-

leigh Adventure Holiday trip. 

X: X-Country events. 

Y: Youth Parliament; Young Chef of the Year; Young Pea Chef of 

the Year; Young Writers competition; 
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Becket’s Expert Crossword 
Here’s another chance to win some Class Charts merits before you arrive! Using what 

you’ve learnt about Becket’s in this publication, complete the crossword below. You can 

claim your first Class Charts merit in September by ticking this off on your Merits           

Collection page one it’s finished.Good luck!  

Across: 

4.  The thing you will use to help you get to the right lesson at the right time. 

5. Something you already have some of but will probably end up with more of after joining    

Becket’s. 

6. The Becket’s drama teacher. 

8. The House Saint of the form group, 7B. 

10. An academic subject that uses instruments such as guitars and keyboards. 

Down: 

1. The company that runs Becket’s school lunches. 

2. Something students do not need to worry about as long as they stick to the rules. 

3. The book character who has a classroom corner dedicated to him. 

7. Becket’s school faith. 

9. The type of wet pet that lives in the science department. 
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Ending On High: Becket’s Faith 
 

Hi to all the new Year 7s. I am the Lay Chaplain at St. Thomas à Becket school. I am from 

Ireland but have been living in England for six years.  

 

My favourite food is pizza; I could eat it all the time. I spend a lot of time in our school 

Chapel but sometimes you can find me in the food technology room seeing what      

fantastic things are made in the kitchen. I love listening to different types of music and I 

am very lucky that, in my role as a Chaplain, I get to use music in lots of different ways.    

I help the music department and our school musicians to choose hymns and songs for 

celebration of Mass and services we have in school like our Advent service and the   

build up to Christmas or during Lent leading into Easter.  

 

My role as Lay Chaplain is to build on and keep the Catholic ethos alive in school .  I do 

this through our assemblies we have each day; prayer during form; celebration of Mass 

during holy days and our feast day of St. Thomas a Becket which we celebrate in July. 

Christ is at the centre of our school in all that we do and say, when we work together in 

lessons and through downtime at break or at lunchtime. We are a school community; 

we look out for one another and support each other everyday.  We also treat others like 

how we would want to be treated with respect and most importantly with kindness.  

We carry Jesus' message of ‘love your     

neighbour as yourself’ and, in school, we do a 

lot for charity. We support St. Vincent De Paul 

at Christmas and also help Catholic Care with 

lots of exciting fundraising events in school. 

We all have God given gifts and talents and 

at St. Thomas a Becket school you will be able 

to show and use these. Do you love to sing? 

Maybe dance? If you're creative, sporty , 

good with numbers or love public speaking 

and so much more then you will be able to 

show your gifts and talents and learn       

something new along the way. 

I am always visible around school and look 

forward to welcoming you all and to see you 

grow and flourish.  

 

Miss Kington 
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A Prayer For The New School Year.  

 

Dear Jesus.  

Use my eyes to see new friends.  

Open my ears to hear my teachers.  

Open my mind to learn new things.  

Let my heart remember you are with me all the way.  

Fill our school with love as I shine my light so bright.  

 

Amen.  

St Thomas à Becket. Pray for us.  
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With thanks to…. 

 

All of the staff who have contributed statements, suggestions and sentiment of any form 

to this publication. 

 

A special thank you goes to: 

Mrs. Baxendale for her warm welcome; 

Mrs. Wright for her extensive work on the House Saints section;  

Miss Johnston for the care and time spent in providing the ideal photographs; 

Miss Kington for the time and thought put into the Ending on High section; 

The English Department for their thorough proof-reading skills; 

The Administration Team for formatting, publishing and distributing. 

Joanna Jarjue for consenting to the sharing of her story; 

All of the students and their parents who have kindly consented to their work to being 

published.  

Parental Information 

 

If you have any questions regarding this publication or any other matter      relating to 

transition, please go to the school website or email us at:                     in-

fo@beckets.bkcat.co.uk 



 36 

 

Your Questions 

Use this page to write down any questions that you may want to ask your form tutor 

when you meet them. 

 

………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………  
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Merit Collection Page 

 

Tick off each of the merit collecting tasks you have completed in this      newsletter. Show 

your form teacher this page and then they can award you the correct number of Class 

Charts merits.  

 

 

Rainbow of Hope      

 

 

 

 

 

Becket’s Wordsearch 

 

 

 

 

 

Becket’s Crossword 

 

 


