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In 2020 all schools were asked to provide centre assessed GCSE grades for their students’. 
St Thomas a Becket closely followed the guidance set out by Ofqual to ensure that these 
grades were fair, objective, evidence based and carefully considered judgements and are 
what we believe students would have been most likely to achieve if they had sat their exams.  
 
How did we determine center assessed grades? 
 
There is no single indicator that determined the CAGs that were awarded. In line with Ofqual 
guidance, teachers balanced a range of different considerations including mock exams, 
classwork, coursework and historical results for the course. Teachers have used their best 
professional judgement in producing centre assessment grades.  
  
Although rankings were not ultimately used by the exam boards, we created them alongside 
the centre assessment grades at the request of the exam boards, determining the students 
we believed were the most likely and the least likely to achieve each grade.  
  
It is important to stress that in normal years, some students will achieve higher results than 
in their mock exams, some will achieve the same grade, and some will achieve lower 
grades. Each assessment is simply a snapshot and no single assessment is a perfect 
indicator of likely results, which is why teachers have taken a wide number of factors into 
consideration. Accordingly, some students’ CAGs will be higher than their mock exam 
results, some will be the same and some will be lower.  
  
For any students that would ordinarily have had access arrangements, such as extra time, in 
accordance with Ofqual guidance, this was taken into consideration when generating centre 
assessment grades.  
 
Please see below for an outline of the process which included class teachers, subject 
leaders and the Senior Leadership Team. It was approved by Governors and BKCAT.  
 
 

Subject leaders collate information about which objective evidence could be used in the 
process 

⇩ 

Decision made by subject leaders and their departmental teams regarding the evidence 
they propose to use to create an overall mark for each student. 

⇩ 

Discussion with senior leaders over evidence base and mark 
calculation decisions to ensure fair and robust process 



⇩ 

Subjects calculate the overall mark for each student from the 
evidence base and carefully check the calculations 

⇩ 

Overall subject assessed grades centrally collated and then entered into National 
Database Program to ensure moderation using national distributions and understanding of 

past centre performance 

⇩ 

Moderation report used by senior leaders to lead further discussions on grading with 
subject leaders 

⇩ 

Subject leaders submit final grades onto school central document; final checks made by 
senior leaders before entry to examination portals 

⇩ 

Subject grades submitted to respective examination boards and final checks made by the 
school's Examination Officer and Headteacher before being signed off. 

 
Further guidance regarding the grading process can be found here:  
 
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_da
ta/file/908368/Summer_2020_grades_for_GCSE_AS_and_A_level_110820.pdf 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VXuDOrtJY1Q&feature=youtu.be 
 
If you are unhappy with the grade(s)/and or process and wish to make a formal complaint 
you should contact the school’s examination officer Mrs Carol Tattersfield 
CTattersfield@beckets.bkcat.co.uk.  You can find our complaints policy on the school 
website. 
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