
St Thomas a Becket Catholic Secondary School SEN Information Report 2021/22 

The Special Educational Needs and Disability (SEND) regulations 2014 require to publish 

information regarding our provision for pupils with SEND.  

This information should be read alongside the SEND, Safeguarding and Behaviour policies. 

This information is accessible and is included on our website. If a paper copy is required a 

request can be made at the school reception. Our SEND information report will be updated 

annually and any changes to the information occurring during the year will be updated as 

soon as possible.  

 

What kinds of SEN are provided for in your school? 

They types of SEN provided for at St Thomas a Becket Catholic Secondary School fall under 

the four broad categories from the code of practice 2015- Communication and Interaction 

(includes Autism), Cognition and Learning (includes dyslexia and dyscalculia), Sensory 

and/ or Physical needs (includes hearing and vision) and Social, Emotional and Mental 

Health (includes ADHD and ADD). 

We will always endeavour to meet your child’s needs. 

What do I do if I think my child may have Special Educational Needs? 

If you have a concern about your child this should be raised in the first instance to the Form 

Tutor/Head of Year, they will then discuss these concerns with the Special Educational 

Needs Coordinator (SENDCO), and it is then monitored. The SENDCO will arrange a review 

meeting if this is appropriate. The SEND register is updated termly, by the SENDCO and all 

children who are significantly behind the national average will be placed on the register. Also 

children who are not progressing will be placed on the register. The SENDCO is Miss Kelly 

Hale, Assistant SENDCO is Mr David Mansfield and the SEND Administrator is Mrs Helen 

Holt who can be contacted on 01924 303545 

What policies do you have for identifying children and young people with SEN? How 

do you assess their needs?  

Pupils from year 6 already identified as SEN support or EHCP are automatically identified 

through the transfer of information to the schools via SIMS. 

Pupils with EHCPs and other identified SEN need are already known to the SEND 

Department through previous consultation, observations in primary schools and attendance 

at Year 5/6 open evenings.  

During induction and transition Year 6 pupils are assessed using the GRT reading and 

Vernon spelling tests. The standardised scores and reading ages are used to identify other 

pupils who may need extra support and/or intervention. 

Teachers with concerns about a pupil are encouraged to reflect on the Quality First Teaching 

and provisions they provide in the classroom before referring to the SENDCO which is 

recorded on the schools standardised SEND concern and referral form. The SENDCO may 

then liaise with other subject teachers and carry out observations to identify patterns of 

learning and/or behaviour.    

Following discussion, a course of action will be decided and this may involve further testing 

or screening for difficulties. This can be arranged with possible involvement from other 



agencies. If it is decided that your child does have SEND, they will be added to the SEND 

register and will be informed in writing. 

What arrangements do you have for consulting with parents of children with SEN and 

involving them in their child’s education? 

A meeting will be held with parents annually where progress and Support Me to Learn (SML) 

plans are reviewed/discussed. Alongside this the school will provide: 

 Interim reports – 3 times a year  

 Parents evenings 

 Telephone conversations and meetings with parents as the need arises for SEND 

pupils.  

 Annual reviews of EHCPs 

 Annual reviews of MSPs and SMLs – Spring term 

Meetings with parents are vital to effectively communicate progress and support required for 

children with SEND. Information regarding your child’s progress will be sent via school 

gateway app, child’s planner as well as parents evenings. For parents of children with an 

EHCP a formal meeting will be held annually to review the progress and set new outcomes 

and pupils with a Supporting Me to Learn Plan which includes those with EHCPs and MSPs 

parents will be invited to a meeting in school once a year. Parents do not have to wait and 

can speak with a relevant member of staff to discuss their child’s education.  

What arrangements do you have in place in your school to consult with young people 

with SEN and how do you involve them in their education? 

We value and celebrate each child being able to express their views on all aspects of school 

life. Children who have SMLs discuss and set their targets with the SENDCO. If your child 

has an EHC Plan or an annual review of their statement of Special Educational Need, then 

their views will be obtained before any meetings and they may be invited to attend part of 

formal meetings where appropriate. 

What is the school’s policy for making provision for pupils with SEND whether or not 

pupils have EHC plans? 

Subject teachers will plan and organise learning activities that meet the needs of your child. 

The school is clear that funding and resources are allocated on a needs basis. Pupils who 

require adult support and or intervention do not have to have EHC funding to access 

support. The school will endeavour to use the delegate SEND funding to ensure all pupils 

have access to provision to meet their needs. 

In cases where a pupil requires sustained support but is making little progress then a My 

Support Plan (MSP) will be put together with the pupil, family and relevant agency 

involvement. A statutory assessment will be sought if the MSP reviews indicate a continued 

limit in progress. 

What are the school’s arrangements for assessing and reviewing the progress of 

pupils with SEND? 

Pupil progress is reviewed at interims across the school year. The school SOLO model is 

used to report progress for year 7 and 8 pupils. Parents will receive an interim report which 

will inform them of what gear their child is working at. Pupils working at expected progress 

and beyond (according to their own personal SOLO target) will be working at Gear 3 or Gear 



4. Pupils identified as working at Gears 1 or 2 will be flagged to relevant leaders including 

SENDCO so that necessary interventions can take place. 

Pupils in years 9, 10 and 11 will receive an interim report based on their progress using the 

GCSE grading system. Pupils will receive a current predicted grade and pupils who are 

significantly behind their expected levels of progress will be flagged to relevant leaders 

including the SENDCO for intervention and support.   

Small group or 1:1 interventions, that take place, will be evidence based and subject to 

monitoring and reviewed based on individual pupil progress. 

SEND pupils will also have additional and personal targets and outcomes set out in their 

Supporting Me to Learn plan and/or EHC plan and these targets will be reviewed at regular 

intervals.  

 

What are the arrangements for supporting children and young people in moving 

between phases of education and in preparing for adulthood? How do you ensure that 

as young people prepare for adulthood the desirable outcomes reflect their ambitions, 

which could include higher education, employment, independent living and 

participation in society 

St. Thomas a Becket’s have excellent links with our feeder Primary Schools as well as 

colleges for post-16 education. The pastoral teamwork together to plan effective transition to 

meet individual needs and extra transition visits can be arranged. The SENDCO attends 

Year 6 Annual Reviews to ensure effective transfer of SEND information. From Year 10 

pupils with SEND have appointments with Prospects Career services as part of their annual 

review. St Wilfrid’s, Wakefield College, New College and other post 16 providers that a pupil 

may identify as a possible college  are invited to send a representative to attend the Annual 

Reviews of all Year 11 pupils. 

In addition, the school curriculum includes PHSE lessons to support students in preparation 

for independent living and to be citizens in the wider community. The SEND team supports 

this provision with smaller group workshops focussing on study skills, social skills, travel 

training, financial planning, self-care and essential life skills. 

 

What is your School’s approach to teaching children and young people with SEN? 

Quality First Teaching is a large part of all children’s provision with SEND. It is the subject 

teacher’s responsibility to ensure that the curriculum being provided to each child in their 

class is suitable and accessible to enable their learning to move forward. All of our teachers 

are required to plan differentiated lessons that children can access. This is achieved by our 

teachers using relevant assessment information to identify each individual pupil’s starting 

points and their subsequent next steps. Information is available on SIMS and in the staff 

shared area. All pupils identified as SEN support and those pupils with an Education Health 

Care plan will have a Supporting Me to Learn (SML) plan. This document outlines the 

strengths, needs, targets and provision. The targets are linked to longer term outcomes and 

are reviewed three times a year. 

If a pupil has difficulties in certain areas, these are taken into account by the teacher, 

discussed with the parents/carers and they will make plans, together with the pupil if 



appropriate, to overcome this. If further support is needed, they will discuss a child’s needs 

with the SENDCO.  

The SENDCO may carry out additional assessments to find out more about the child’s 

learning difficulties so that the curriculum and teaching can be tailored to ensure the child 

makes progress. 

The school behaviour policy ensures that pupils with additional needs, particularly those 

pupils with social, emotional and mental health difficulties or pupils with communication and 

interaction difficulties are supporting through the following: 

 First attention for best conduct 

 Calm and consistent adult behaviour 

 The use of ‘relentless routines’ 

 Opportunities for pupils to have “time out” to de-escalate 

 Scripted interventions for difficult situations 

 Restorative follow up 

If needed, the SENDCO may refer to outside agencies for advice from specialists in a 

particular area such as the Educational Psychologist, Community Paediatrician, Speech and 

Language Therapist, School Nurse, Learning Support Services and the Communication 

Interaction and Access Team. The advice provided from the specialists is used to inform 

planning and any intervention provision needed. 

If a child needs a Supporting Me to Learn plan parents will be involved in planning with child 

centred targets with the SENDCO and provided with a copy. Parents will be invited to 

discuss the SML once a year. 

 Some pupils need specific pieces of equipment to help them work and learn more 

independently. We have a range of different types of specialist equipment to support pupils.  

The school building is on different levels and there are disabled toilet facilities. Currently 

there are no ramps or lifts for wheelchairs.  

 

What sort of adaptations are made to the curriculum and the learning environment of 

children and young people with SEN? 

Our teachers deliver good quality wave 1 teaching and will adapt the classroom and their 

teaching to ensure all pupils make the best progress they can. This includes things like 

visual props in class, use of different coloured backgrounds, graphic organisers, word banks 

etc. The school is committed to a full and broad curriculum and pupils with SEND are not 

typically withdrawn from any area of the curriculum unless absolutely necessary yet 

interventions are employed to further address different areas of need. For purposes of 

assessment or testing adaptations may be made to support SEND pupils for example; extra 

time, a reader and or scribe or access to a laptop/voice activated software. 

In years 9-11, pupils are guided to a choice of curriculum pathway dependent on their 

strengths and preferences. High needs pupils may be guided to a pathway with slightly 

reduced number of GCSEs and in exceptional cases, a pupil may complete their learning in 

an alternative provision. For example: Early College Transfer, UCAN or Pinderfields Hospital 

School.  



The school has a whole school provision map which details strategies and adaptations to the 

curriculum for a variety of needs.  

 

What sort of expertise for supporting children and young people with SEN do you 

currently have in school? How do you ensure that the expertise and training of staff to 

support children and young people with SEN is current? How do you access and 

secure further specialist expertise? 

The SENDCO, who is a qualified teacher, has the National award for SEN Coordination from 

Leeds Beckett University.  

 Staff have received training in the following areas: 

 Phonics 

 Team Teach/Positive Handling  

 Restorative Practice  

 Lego Therapy 

 Catch Up Reading 

 Touch Typing 

 Future in Minds support with CAMHS 

 Exam Training readers and scribes 

 Natural Born Learners 

Staff are trained in a variety of needs and an audit takes place to identify training needs. This 

is a mixture of in-school and external training. Currently 11 Assistant Practitioners (APs) in 

school work closely with the SENDCO to provide support for pupils with SEND. APs are 

deployed within departments (subject specialism) and across all year groups to provide 

support in the classroom and to deliver class based and or individualised interventions. 

As a school we may need specialist support for your child. If we feel that the involvement of 

another agency would be beneficial to help with your child’s needs you will be informed and 

asked to give your consent The SENDCO may refer to outside agencies for advice from 

specialists in a particular area such as the Educational Psychologist, Community 

Paediatrician, Speech and Language Therapist, School Nurse, Learning Support Services 

and the Communication Interaction and Access Team. The advice provided from the 

specialists is used to inform planning and any intervention provision needed. 

 

How do you evaluate the effectiveness of the provision made for children and young 

people with SEN? 

All subject teachers deliver quality first teaching which is regularly observed. 

We use the graduated approach to support our children- Assess, Plan, Do, Review. 

If your child is not making the expected progress an intervention may be required, this will be 

done through the graduated approach. Your child will be assessed to see where their 

strengths and weaknesses are, an evidence based intervention (EBI) will be picked or a 

carefully planned programme will be put together, the intervention will be delivered for a set 

period of time on a regular basis and then they will be reviewed at the end of this period. 

Alongside this monitoring of the school’s SEND policy and provision is evaluated through: 



 The monitoring of classroom practice by the SENDCO, Head Teacher, and Senior 
Leaders. 

 Academic progress made by pupils identified with Special Educational Needs. 

 The analysis of pupil tracking and testing data for both individual pupils and cohorts. 

 Data analysis throughout the school year.  

 The monitoring of policy and practice by the SENDCO, Assistant SENDCO and SEN 
Governor. 

 Pupil attendance. 

 Consultation with parents. 

 Pupils’ awareness of their targets and achievements. 

 

How do you support children and young people with SEN to improve their emotional 

and social development?  

We are an inclusive school and we welcome and celebrate diversity. All staff appreciate the 

importance of children having high self-esteem in order to achieve positive wellbeing. The 

school works closely with a NHS Future in Mind Practitioner via CAMHS. The school also 

employs a Catholic Care social worker three days a week who offers counselling sessions to 

referred pupils.  

During break and lunch, the Learning Support Unit (LSU) is open as a “safe haven” for pupils 

who require supervision and the staff who supervise this provision encourage social skills 

and recognition of emotions and ways to manage these through conversation and play.  

How do pupils with SEN engage in activities alongside pupils with no SEN? 

St Thomas a Becket’s has a fully inclusive ethos to ensure all pupils are involved in all 

aspects of day-to-day school life. This includes educational visits, residentials and extra-

curricular activities. If specialist provision or extra support is required the SENDCO would 

liaise with teachers and parents and carers to make appropriate arrangements and 

provisions.  

How does the School involve other bodies, including health and social care bodies, 

local authority support services and voluntary sector organisations, in meeting 

children and young people’s SEN and supporting their families? 

Within school we can make referrals to the Learning Support Service, Communication and 

Interaction Team, Social and Emotional Health Team and the Educational Psychologist. We 

can also make referrals to Speech and Language Therapist, Social Care, CAMHS, and 

SENDIASS (Special Educational Needs and/or disabilities Independent Advice Service. 

We also work in partnership with physiotherapy, occupational therapy, school nurse, hearing 

and vision teams. 

 

SENDIASS will offer information and support to families of students with SEND up to the age 

of 25 years whether or not they have a statement or EHC Plan. For further information, 

contact 01924 305142. They may also be able to put you in touch with other organisations or 

parent support groups. 



The Special Educational Needs Assessment and Review Team (SENART) are always 

available to support and provide guidance to parents and young people. You can contact 

them on 01924 302465 

 

What are the arrangements for handling complaints from parents of children with SEN 

about the provision made at the school? 

If you have a complaint, please speak to your child’s Form Tutor in the first instance and if 

this is not resolved speak to the SENDCO or the Head teacher. If it still cannot be resolved, 

please follow the school’s complaints procedure (available on the school website). 

Link to the Wakefield Local Offer 

http://wakefield.mylocaloffer.org/Home 

 

Number of SEND children currently on roll September 2020 

 Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Year 11 

EHCP 11 6 7  7 4 

SEN (K) 25 24 19 19 10 
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