
Year 6 Transition: Parental Frequently Asked Questions 

1) How can we best prepare our child, emotionally, for secondary school? 

It is quite normal for children and parents to feel nervous about transitioning from primary 

to secondary school. We also appreciate that the current pandemic situation will have 

increased this anxiety as many of the usual transition events that older family 

members/friends may have experienced have been unavoidably cancelled. The best way in 

which to support your child through transition is to speak openly to them. Reassure them 

that, whilst things may be different, new experiences come accompanied with exciting new 

opportunities. If your child does have any questions or concerns that you do not feel you can 

answer, refer them to their copy of our Becket’s Buzz newsletter. Encourage your child to 

spend some time reading the various information inside. It was created with the Year 6 

Becket’s students of 2020 as the specific audience; it is tailored to address any worries that 

they may have whilst also giving them lots of reasons to be enthusiastic about joining us in 

Year 7.  

 

2) Where can get information regarding school uniform and where is the best 

place to purchase it? 

Here at Becket’s, we have a clear but fair uniform policy. We appreciate that family budgets 

vary greatly and do everything in our power to support families of all backgrounds and all 

financial situations. Whilst a few items are required to be branded, much of our uniform is 

not. This means that, as parents, you are able to choose to shop around for certain items 

more cheaply should you wish to do that. With this exception of school ties, all Becket’s 

branded uniform and the suitable generic uniform items are available at two Wakefield 

stores, Smart Uniform and Trutex, as well as many supermarkets. Ties are purchased directly 

from school and do not need to be purchased prior to your child’s first day of joining us. A 

booklet containing the full details of our uniform policy will be posted out to you very soon. 
 

 

3) What other items will my child need for secondary school? 
Unlike primary school, at secondary school, children are encouraged to take responsibility 

for being equipped for their lessons; it is part of the transition process a student takes from 

child to young adult. To arrive at school fully prepared, students need to be clean, tidy and 

wearing appropriate uniform as well as a suitable outdoor coat unless the weather is very 

warm. They also will need a suitable bag in which to carry their books and belongings (for 

health and safety reasons, wheeled bags are not permitted). Students are also expected to 

bring their own stationary. Each student should have a pencil case containing a black pen, a 

purple pen, a pencil, a ruler and an eraser as well as bringing a calculator. Additional useful 

items include spare black pens, dictionaries (English and their allocated modern foreign 

language), an English thesaurus, a protractor, highlighters and coloured pencils. However, 

these are not essential. Responsibility for taking care of these items is that of the student 

but staff do keep spare essential equipment in case of unplanned losses or damage. 

  

 

4) What time does school start and finish? How many breaks will my child get? 

Our normal timetable dictates that students spend five hours per day in lessons with two 

rest periods scheduled throughout the day. The main school building and canteen area is 



open from 8am. The first school bell rings at 8.35am alerting all students to make their way 

to their form rooms where registration will take place from 8.40am until 8.55am unless it is 

their dedicated day for assembly, at which time, they will attend the hall.  

 

Following registration, students will do two hours of study, usually spread across two hour 

long subject lessons. However, occasionally, students will find that they do have a 

timetabled double lesson for some subjects. Break time occurs from 10.55am until 11.15am 

and allows students the opportunity to stretch their legs, use the bathroom and have a 

snack should they require one.  

 

After breaktime finishes, students will then again embark in two hours of study over two 

lessons, finishing for lunchtime at 1.15pm. Lunchtime allows the students thirty-five minutes 

to eat, use the bathroom and socialise with their friends. We also have some lunchtime 

extra-curricular clubs available (details of these will be issued within the first half term of 

each academic year).  

 

Once lunchtime is over, students make their way to their period 5 lesson where they will 

have their final hour of study. School finishes at 2.50pm making way for various extra-

curricular clubs or for the children to leave the school site and go home.  

 

Whilst we are hopeful that, by September, school will be running relatively as normal, we 

cannot guarantee this at present. As a school, we are constantly striving to meet the needs 

of our students whilst also adhering to the Covid-19 pandemic guidance set out by the 

government. Notification of how the school timetable will look in September will be issued 

to parents as soon as we have the required information. 

 

 

5) How many lessons of core subjects will my child have a week? 

In Year 7, students will attend six lessons per fortnight of English, Maths and Science. They 

will also attend five lessons of Religious Education per fortnight. In most cases, these lessons 

are usually distributed evenly across the fortnightly school timetable. 

 

 

6) What foreign languages will my child study in Year 7? 

Students in Year 7 will study either Spanish or French depending in which form group they 

are placed. Students will continue their study of this allocated language throughout Key 

Stage 3 and then have the option to elect to apply to continue studying this subject at GCSE 

or abandon it in favour of an alternative non-core subject. Any parental requests for 

preference of one of these two specific languages must be made via email (using the Year 6 

Transition allocated email address) no later than the 10th of July 2020. Whilst we will always 

do our best to meet parental requirements, the allocation of places in a class studying a 

specific modern foreign language, regretfully, cannot be guaranteed. If we can offer the 

requested language, confirmation will be issued via email by the Head of Year 7.  

 

 

7) My child has a special education need. Who will be there to support with 

this? 



We have outstanding SEN provision at Becket’s including a dedicated team of highly 

qualified teachers and committed support staff. We also have our very recently built, custom 

made and carefully tailored Learning Support Unit which serves as a dedicated space to 

support the academic, social and emotional needs of our students with additional needs.  

 

Furthermore, we have Wakefield’s excellent and expertly managed Autism Resource unit on 

site.  

 

Details regarding how to contact the relevant staff from these facilities can be found on the 

transition initial information letter and on the school website.  

 

 

8) My child has a medical need. What support is available for him/her? 

We fully understand that transition can be especially worrying for a child with a 

medical/health issue. However, we want to reassure you that we will always work hard to 

ensure that a child facing a medical condition is able to thrive at Becket’s in the same way as 

any other student. If your child is affected by a medical issue, please ensure that you include 

as much information regarding this on your child’s key data document. If you wish to speak 

to someone regarding what support we may need to put in place for your child, please 

contact us via the dedicated Year 6 Transition email address. All communication around this 

matter will be completely confidential. Medical documentation may be required.  

 

 

9) Will my child be placed in a form group with their friends? 

Here at Becket’s, we understand the importance of friendship. In fact, it is one of the many 

things we work hard to encourage students to treasure. Allocating form groups in something 

that done with great care taking into consideration many factors including previous primary 

school placement, ability, special needs status, gender, information shared by primary 

schools and much more. Whilst we can guarantee that every form placement is carefully 

made with the intention of supporting each child’s individual needs, we cannot guarantee 

that children will be placed in the same form group as their friends. We know that this 

knowledge can worry both parents and children. However, most students adapt and make 

new friends quickly; we also have various resources within school to support with this if any 

child appears to be struggling socially. Also, whilst many Year 7 classes are taught in form 

groups, some lessons will be made up of a mixed Year 7 form community. Students are also 

free to socialise with whomever they please at break and lunchtime. 

 

  

10) We are not Catholic. Will this make my child feel different? 

Absolutely not. Becket’s is a proud Catholic community but we are also exceptionally 

diverse. Our school family includes people from many backgrounds and many faiths but all 

are treasured and valued equally. As we are a Catholic school, we do participate in most 

elements of the Catholic calendar including celebrating Christmas and Easter as well as 

coming together for Mass and Liturgy. When these events take place, your child will be 

wholly included and guided by staff to help them understand how and why we undertake 

these cherished rituals as a community. 

 



 

11) What if my child is absent? 

If you child is going to be absent from school due to a planned appointment (such as a 

medical appointment), we ask that you notify us in advance either by telephone or email. If 

your child has become ill or been injured and must be absent at short notice, we request 

that a telephone or email communication is made prior to school starting at 8.40pm. Should 

your child be absent and we are not notified, our dedicated Attendance Officer will contact 

you promptly to ensure your child’s safety and to offer support. Further details of our 

attendance and punctuality policies, please see the school website.  

 

 

12) Does my child get a locker? 

Whilst we do have several lockers within school, health and safety regulations limit where 

we are able to place locker cabinets within the site which unfortunately means we are 

unable to have enough lockers for each student. Lockers are issued via a waiting list though 

we will consider waving the list in the case of certain specific medical conditions (medical 

evidence and discussion regarding this matter with the Head of Year is required in these 

cases). If your child would like to be added to the locker waiting list, please send a £5.00 

cash or cheque deposit (cheques to be made to St. Thomas a Becket Catholic secondary 

school) and letter of request to the school Finance Manager after your child’s enrolment 

commences in September. Enquiries regarding this including those relating to the length of 

waiting list should also be directed the finance team. 

 

 

Key Information 

For general information including general transition procedures, please visit our website: 

https://www.st-thomasabecket.bkcat.co.uk/ 

For general enquiries including information about the school day, lockers, school meals etc 

please email: info@beckets.bkcat.co.uk  

For enquiries relating specifically to transition please email: 

Year6Transition@stthomascc.co.uk 
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