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1. Aims 
 

St Thomas a Becket Curriculum Statement 
 
Curriculum Intent 
Our curriculum encompasses all that pupils learn, experience and become as a result of being 
members of our school family.   
 
With Christ at the centre, our students are at the very heart of our school. We provide a broad and 
balanced curriculum that enables students to thrive and flourish. We seek to provide 
opportunities to realise the potential of each person within our care. We educate the whole 
person – academic, pastoral, moral, social, spiritual and physical.  
 
Each person is ‘cherished for who they are, as much as for what they achieve’  

Schools of Discipleship 
 

As a learning community inspired by faith, we cherish each individual, celebrate all achievements 
and offer each other challenge and support, as together we follow Christ in self-giving, love and 
service. Our curriculum is a powerful means that supports us to nurture and mould our young 
people as discerning global citizens working for the common good.  
 
Our curriculum will allow our pupils to acquire the key knowledge, understanding and skills to 
enable them to move on to their next stage in education. Pupils will have the opportunity to reach 
their full potential, regardless of ability or disadvantage.  
 
Literacy and numeracy are essential life skills, in addition to being crucial for success in GCSE 
examinations across all subjects. These skills are supported by all departments to reinforce 
students’ learning across the curriculum, with specific and consistent strategies employed to 
improve literacy.  
 
We have high expectations of behaviour for learning to enable pupils to fully access the 
curriculum. Pupils are encouraged to be active learners through explicit instruction on how to fully 
engage within lessons using SLANT.  
 
Covid Update In the event of individual or group isolations and/or wider future lockdowns:  
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Students take part in effective remote learning which follows the curriculum as closely as possible. 
Any gaps in learning are assessed and effectively taught to ensure all pupils achieve their full 
potential.  
 
Implementation 
 
Our curriculum model is based around a connected curriculum where knowledge, skills and virtues 
are identified by each department and linked across subject areas. Our curriculum is broad and 
balanced and aims to meet the needs of all of our pupils in our truly comprehensive school.  
 
In Key Stage 3 our curriculum is broad with all students studying all subjects until the end of Year 
9.  
 
Pupils opt in Year 9 for the 3 additional subjects that they will study in Key Stage 4 in addition to 
the core subjects of RE, English, Maths, Science and PE. 
 

We operate a 2 week timetable and all students have 50 x 1 hour lessons each fortnight.  

 

Year 7 

Each fortnight Year 7 students study 5 hours of RE, 6 hours of Maths, 6 hours of English, 6 hours of 
Science, 4 hours of History, 4 hours of Geography, 4 hours of French or Spanish, 4 hours of PE, 3 
hours of Design and Technology, 2 hours of ICT/Computer Science, 2 hours of Drama, 2 hours of 
Music, 1 hour of Art, 1 hour of Dance and 1 hour of PSHE.  

Students are set in Maths and English but are mixed ability in all other subjects. 

 

Year 8 

Each fortnight Year 8 students study 5 hours of RE, 6 hours of Maths, 6 hours of English, 6 hours of 
Science, 4 hours of History, 4 hours of Geography, 4 hours of PE, 3 hours of French or Spanish, 3 
hours of Design and Technology, 2 hours of ICT/Computer Science, 2 hours of Drama, 2 hours of 
Music, 2 hours of Art, 1 hour of Latin and 1 hour of PSHE.  

Students are set in Maths and English but are taught in mixed ability groups in all other subjects. 

 

Year 9 

Each fortnight Year 9 students study 5 hours of RE, 6 hours of Maths, 8 hours of English, 9 hours of 
Science and 4 hours of PE. In addition, pupils study 2 hours of Design Technology, 3 hours of MFL 
(2 hours of French or Spanish and 1 hour of Italian), 2 hours of ICT/Computer Science, 2 hours of 
Geography, 2 hours of History, 2 hours of Drama, 2 hours of Art, 2 hours of Music and 1 hour of 
PSHE.  Much of this year is used as an exploratory, skill building and enrichment experience within 
all subjects. Teaching of the GCSE courses begins towards the end of year 9.  

Pupils are set in Maths, Science and RE and are taught in mixed ability groups in all other subjects.  

Pupils opt at the end of Year 9 for the courses that they would like to study at GCSE level.  

 

Year 10  
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Each fortnight Year 10 students study 5 hours of RE, 8 hours of Maths, 8 hours of English, 9 hours 
of Science, 1 hour of PE and 1 hour of PSHE. Pupils also study 6 hours in each of their 3 option 
subjects. Option choice courses include: 

 GCSE History 

 GCSE Geography 

 GCSE French 

 GCSE Spanish 

 GCSE Italian 

 GCSE Computer Science 

 GCSE Triple Science 

 CNAT ICT  

 GCSE Business Studies 

 GCSE Food Preparation and Nutrition  

 GCSE PE 

 CNAT Sports Studies 

 GCSE Art 

 GCSE Drama 

 GCSE Music  

 BTEC Music 

 CNAT Health and Social Care 

 Literacy and Numeracy support 

Pupils are set in Maths, Science and RE and are taught in mixed ability groups in all other 
subjects. 

 

Year 11 

Each fortnight Year 11 students study 5 hours of RE, 8 hours of Maths, 8 hours of English, 9 
hours of Science, 1 hour of PE and 1 hour of PSHE. Pupils also study 6 hours in each of their 3 
option subjects. Option choice courses include: 

 GCSE History 

 GCSE Geography 

 GCSE French 

 GCSE Spanish 

 GCSE Italian 

 GCSE Computer Science 

 GCSE Triple Science 

 CNAT ICT  
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 GCSE Business Studies 

 GCSE Food Preparation and Nutrition 

 GCSE Design and Technology 

 GCSE PE 

 CNAT Sports Studies 

 GCSE Art 

 GCSE Drama 

 GCSE Music 

 BTEC Music 

 Literacy and Numeracy support 

Pupils are set in Maths, Science and RE and are taught in mixed ability groups in all other 
subjects. 

 

We meet all statutory curriculum expectations for our students from 11-16 years.  
 

September 2021 developments: 

 Introduction of a new option choice for Year 9 of CNAT Health and Social Care. 

 All Key Stage 4 students will be studying 3 options rather than 4. 

 PSHE/RSE will be taught as a timetabled lesson for 1 hour each fortnight in all year 
groups. 

 

Selected pupils in Year 9 have the opportunity to study GCSE Latin which is taught after school one 
night each week. This continues throughout Year 10 and 11 and is split between St Thomas a 
Becket and QEGs school sites.   

 
In Key Stage 3, students are assessed using the SOLO (Structured Observation of Learning 
Outcomes) taxonomy. For each module of work, students are provided with descriptors of what is 
required to demonstrate a basic understanding and how to deepen their knowledge to progress 
their learning.  Whether the standard of their work is unistructural, multistructural, relational or 
extended abstract, they know what the next step is to improve and demonstrate a deeper 
understanding. Departments use language tailored to their subject when discussing these 
standards with students. 
  
Expected progress is measured and reported in ‘Gears’. 3rd gear denotes expected progress with 
2nd gear below, 4th gear beyond expected and 1st gear a cause for concern, triggering intervention 
by the class teacher in the first instance.  
 
In Key Stage 4, GCSE grades are used when assessing and reporting student progress. 
  
The acronym SPADE is used across both Key Stages to give feedback to students and ensure that 
they respond to feedback given. Strengths, problems and actions are fed back to students. They 
respond in developing their work. The teacher evaluates their improved version and /or their 
response to the feedback given.  
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Each year group has access to knowledge organisers for every subject. Pupils are encouraged to 
use these to prepare for assessments, exams and support home learning.  

 

In addition, our pupils have opportunities to develop their faith through daily collective worship, 
weekly year group or house assemblies, Mass, prayer, meditation and reflection. A pupil 
chaplaincy group leads many of these activities.  
 
Virtues education (character education) is embedded across the curriculum with individual virtues 
highlighted in curriculum plans and pupils being rewarded with virtues awards at achievement 
assemblies throughout the year.   
 
Our pupils learn to serve others through charitable works and giving e.g. CAFOD and Catholic Care. 
Student voice and leadership within school is evidenced in a variety of opportunities such as the 
school council, senior pupil structure and the Lourdes pilgrimage. 
   

Many enrichment activities are offered to pupils to further develop their skills, interests and 
knowledge.  All current Year 9 students are given the opportunity to enroll onto the Bronze Duke 
of Edinburgh Award and all of Year 10 are enrolled onto the award.  The current Y11 students 
were enrolled onto the Bronze Award and a large number have achieved the Certificate of 
Achievement. Several Y11 students have gone on to achieve the full Bronze Award.  

 

Multiple after school clubs enable students to take part in sports teams/coaching, art club, school 
productions, orchestras, bands and choirs as well as academic support with a comprehensive 
timetable of revision sessions offered each evening in multiple subjects. There are frequent 
opportunities for residential trips both in the UK and abroad to broaden life experience and allow 
pupils a glimpse of the wider world.  

 

Impartial information, advice and guidance (IIAG) is provided through careers support in all year 
groups and particularly as they enter their final year with us to support their transition to the next 
stage in their education. 

 

Covid Update In the event of individual or group isolations and/or wider future lockdowns:  
 
High quality remote learning is provided through a combination of live lessons and assignments 
which follows the curriculum structure as closely as possible. 
 
When pupils return to mainstream education to receive face-to-face teaching, each department 
follows a recovery curriculum aimed at developing lost learning.  
 
Disadvantaged students identified as not completing home learning take part in afterschool catch-
up sessions aimed at developing their learning to learn skills so that they can complete any missed 
learning and become more independent learners.  
 
Impact 
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Pupils have qualifications that will be valued by employers and enable their next steps in 
education. 
 
All students will have the opportunity to reach their full potential. 
 
Our curriculum is accessible and meets the needs of all students regardless of ability. 
 
In Key stage 3 attainment and progress will be measured against Key Stage 2 results/CATs scores 
using SOLO taxonomy and the Gears system. Assessment will take the form of both formative and 
summative. 
 
In Key Stage 4 attainment and progress will be measured in GCSE/BTEC/CNAT outcomes. 
Assessment will take the form of both formative and summative. 
 
In both Key Stages, Behaviour for Learning (BfL) data is also gathered and analysed at each interim 
report stage.   
 
The success of IIAG will be measured against the post 16 destination data.  
 
Through the curriculum, students will have developed their knowledge, skills and experience so 
they are empowered to recognise and realise their God-given potential. This will be reflected in: 

Their commitment to a continuing faith journey 
Their positive contribution to a better world through self-giving, love and service 
A strong moral compass 
The qualifications that they have achieved 
Their readiness for the next stage of education, employment or training. 

 
Each person is ‘cherished for who they are, as much as for what they achieve’  

Schools of Discipleship 

2. Legislation and guidance 
This policy reflects the requirements for academies to provide a broad and balanced curriculum as per the 
Academies Act 2010. 

It also reflects requirements for inclusion and equality as set out in the Special Educational Needs and 
Disability Code of Practice 2014 and Equality Act 2010, and refers to curriculum-related expectations of 
governing boards set out in the Department for Education’s Governance Handbook. 

It complies with our funding agreement and articles of association. 

 

3. Roles and responsibilities 
3.1 The governing board 

The governing body will monitor the effectiveness of this policy and hold the headteacher to account for its 
implementation. 

The governing body will also ensure that: 

 A robust framework is in place for setting curriculum priorities and aspirational targets 

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2010/32/section/1A
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/send-code-of-practice-0-to-25
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/send-code-of-practice-0-to-25
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2010/15/part/6/chapter/1
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/governance-handbook
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 The school is complying with its funding agreement and teaching a "broad and balanced curriculum" 
which includes English, maths, and science, and enough teaching time is provided for pupils to cover 
the requirements of the funding agreement 

 Proper provision is made for pupils with different abilities and needs, including children with special 
educational needs (SEN) 

 All courses provided for pupils below the age of 19 that lead to qualifications, such as GCSEs and A-
levels, are approved by the secretary of state 

 The school implements the relevant statutory assessment arrangements 

 It participates actively in decision-making about the breadth and balance of the curriculum 

 Pupils from year 8 onwards are provided with independent, impartial careers guidance, and that this is 
appropriately resourced 

3.2 Headteacher 

The Headteacher is responsible for ensuring that this policy is adhered to, and that: 

 All required elements of the curriculum, and those subjects which the school chooses to offer, have 
aims and objectives which reflect the aims of the school and indicate how the needs of individual 
pupils will be met 

 The amount of time provided for teaching the required elements of the curriculum is adequate and is 
reviewed by the governing board 

 They manage requests to withdraw children from curriculum subjects, where appropriate 

 The school’s procedures for assessment meet all legal requirements 

 The governing board is fully involved in decision-making processes that relate to the breadth and 
balance of the curriculum 

 The governing board is advised on whole-school targets in order to make informed decisions 

 Proper provision is in place for pupils with different abilities and needs, including children with SEN 

3.3 Other staff 

Other staff will ensure that the school curriculum is implemented in accordance with this policy: 

Linda Wright (Head of RE) 
Katie Fallon (2nd in RE) 
Rachel Watkins (Head of English) 
Catherine Wadsworth (2nd in English) 
Danny Cowling (Head of Maths) 
Ian Martin (2nd in Maths) 
Becky Atkinson (Head of Science) 
Hayley Adderson (2nd in Science) 
Stefania Sanderson (Head of Geography 
Jude Roberts (Head of History) 
Gill Davis (Head of MFL) 
Andy Brown (Head of PE) 
Charlotte Fozzard (2nd in PE) 
Vicki Mason (Head of Business Studies)  
Sam Horsley (Head of ICT) 
Tom Perkins (Head of Computer Science) 
Callum Dawson (Head of Music) 
Mark Murtagh (Head of Art) 
Lucy Clafton (Head of Drama) 
Katie Fallon (Head of PSHE) 
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4. Organisation and planning 
 

We operate a 2 week timetable and all students have 50 x 1 hour lessons each fortnight.  

 

Year 7 

Each fortnight Year 7 students study 5 hours of RE, 6 hours of Maths, 6 hours of English, 6 hours of 
Science, 4 hours of History, 4 hours of Geography, 4 hours of French or Spanish, 4 hours of PE, 3 
hours of Design and Technology, 2 hours of ICT/Computer Science, 2 hours of Drama, 2 hours of 
Music, 1 hour of Art, 1 hour of Dance and 1 hour of PSHE.  

Students are set in Maths and English but are mixed ability in all other subjects. 

 

Year 8 

Each fortnight Year 8 students study 5 hours of RE, 6 hours of Maths, 6 hours of English, 6 hours of 
Science, 4 hours of History, 4 hours of Geography, 4 hours of PE, 3 hours of French or Spanish, 3 
hours of Design and Technology, 2 hours of ICT/Computer Science, 2 hours of Drama, 2 hours of 
Music, 2 hours of Art, 1 hour of Latin and 1 hour of PSHE.  

Students are set in Maths and English but are taught in mixed ability groups in all other subjects. 

 

Year 9 

Each fortnight Year 9 students study 5 hours of RE, 6 hours of Maths, 8 hours of English, 9 hours of 
Science and 4 hours of PE. In addition, pupils study 2 hours of Design Technology, 3 hours of MFL 
(2 hours of French or Spanish and 1 hour of Italian), 2 hours of ICT/Computer Science, 2 hours of 
Geography, 2 hours of History, 2 hours of Drama, 2 hours of Art, 2 hours of Music and 1 hour of 
PSHE.  Much of this year is used as an exploratory, skill building and enrichment experience within 
all subjects. Teaching of the GCSE courses begins towards the end of year 9.  

Pupils are set in Maths, Science and RE and are taught in mixed ability groups in all other subjects.  

Pupils opt at the end of Year 9 for the courses that they would like to study at GCSE level.  

 

Year 10  

Each fortnight Year 10 students study 5 hours of RE, 8 hours of Maths, 8 hours of English, 9 hours 
of Science, 1 hour of PE and 1 hour of PSHE. Pupils also study 6 hours in each of their 3 option 
subjects. Option choice courses include: 

 GCSE History 

 GCSE Geography 

 GCSE French 

 GCSE Spanish 

 GCSE Italian 

 GCSE Computer Science 

 GCSE Triple Science 



 10 

 CNAT ICT  

 GCSE Business Studies 

 GCSE Food Preparation and Nutrition  

 GCSE PE 

 CNAT Sports Studies 

 GCSE Art 

 GCSE Drama 

 GCSE Music  

 BTEC Music 

 CNAT Health and Social Care 

 Literacy and Numeracy support 

Pupils are set in Maths, Science and RE and are taught in mixed ability groups in all other 
subjects. 

 

Year 11 

Each fortnight Year 11 students study 5 hours of RE, 8 hours of Maths, 8 hours of English, 9 
hours of Science, 1 hour of PE and 1 hour of PSHE. Pupils also study 6 hours in each of their 3 
option subjects. Option choice courses include: 

 GCSE History 

 GCSE Geography 

 GCSE French 

 GCSE Spanish 

 GCSE Italian 

 GCSE Computer Science 

 GCSE Triple Science 

 CNAT ICT  

 GCSE Business Studies 

 GCSE Food Preparation and Nutrition 

 GCSE Design and Technology 

 GCSE PE 

 CNAT Sports Studies 

 GCSE Art 

 GCSE Drama 

 GCSE Music 

 BTEC Music 

 Literacy and Numeracy support 
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Pupils are set in Maths, Science and RE and are taught in mixed ability groups in all other 
subjects. 

 

We meet all statutory curriculum expectations for our students from 11-16 years.  
 

September 2021 developments: 

 Introduction of a new option choice for Year 9 of CNAT Health and Social Care. 

 All Key Stage 4 students will be studying 3 options rather than 4. 

 PSHE/RSE will be taught as a timetabled lesson for 1 hour each fortnight in all year 
groups. 

 

Selected pupils in Year 9 have the opportunity to study GCSE Latin which is taught after school one 
night each week. This continues throughout Year 10 and 11 and is split between St Thomas a 
Becket and QEGs school sites.   

5. Inclusion 
Teachers set high expectations for all pupils. They will use appropriate assessment to set ambitious targets 
and plan challenging work for all groups, including: 

 More able pupils 

 Pupils with low prior attainment 

 Pupils from disadvantaged backgrounds 

 Pupils with SEN 

 Pupils with English as an additional language (EAL) 

Teachers will plan lessons so that pupils with SEN and/or disabilities can study every subject, wherever 
possible, and ensure that there are no barriers to every pupil achieving. 

Teachers will also take account of the needs of pupils whose first language is not English. Lessons will be 
planned so that teaching opportunities help pupils to develop their English, and to support pupils to take part 
in all subjects. 

Further information can be found in our statement of equality information and objectives, and in our SEN 
policy. 

6. Monitoring arrangements 
Governors monitor whether the school is complying with its funding agreement and teaching a “broad and 

balanced curriculum” which includes the required subjects, through regular meetings with the curriculum link 

Governor and heads of department/subject leaders. 

Heads of department/subject leaders monitor the way their subject is taught throughout the school by 

undertaking book scrutinies, learning walks and lesson observations. 

Heads of department/subject leaders also have responsibility for monitoring the way in which resources are 

stored and managed. 

This policy will be reviewed annually by SLT Curriculum Lead. At every review, the policy will be shared with 
the full governing board. 

7. Links with other policies 
This policy links to the following policies and procedures: 
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 Assessment policy 

 SEN policy and information report 

 Equality information and objectives 


